H O M E S    A N D    T E M P L E S                                        365
to complete. Praxiteles, the great Greek sculptor, is said to have
furnished an altar for it.
The silversmiths of Ephesus used to sell little silver models of the
temple, with the image of the goddess enshrined in them. It was they
who were most agitated when Paul declared " that they be no gods
which are made with hands.'*
BUILDINGS IN THE ETERNAL CITY
ipROM the points of view of the architect, the archaeologist and the
A historian, Rome is by far the most interesting city in the world,
Large sums of money have been expended during recent years in
excavating and bringing to light the hidden treasures of the past.
ERECTED   BY   THE   ETRUSCANS
Rome's first great buildings were erected by the Etruscans before
500 B.C. Among them was a magnificent temple to Jupiter, Juno and
Minerva, on the Capitoline Hill. The Etruscans were handicapped in
their architectural efforts by a lack of good building stone, and they
therefore made extensive use of terra-cotta, a hard pottery, and of tuff
or volcanic ash* The Capitoline temple had walls of tuff coated with
stucco (plaster); and the figures with which it was adorned were of
terra-cotta. In the course of time better materials were obtained.
Of a much later date (366 B.C.) was the temple of Concordia, the
remains of which can still be seen. It was so called because it was built
to commemorate a truce in the long-drawn-out struggle between the two
great social orders of Rome: the patricians and the plebeians. There,
Cicero (106-43 B.C.), the great Roman orator and statesman, delivered
two of his speeches against the conspirator Catiline. The temple was
of great architectural beauty and the repository of numerous works of
art.
Among the most ancient ruins in Rome are those of the Regia, or
royal palace, which is supposed to have been constructed by Numa
Pompilius, the legendary successor of Romulus as King of Rome.
After the establishment of the Roman Republic the Regia became the
headquarters of the Pontifex Maximus, the religious head of the State.
The Regia was destroyed and restored more than once before being
finally reconstructed in marble in 36 B.C. In that year its walls were
inscribed with the Capitoline Fasti, or lists of magistrates and triumphs,
some of which are preserved in the Capitoline Museum,
DIVINITIES   WHO   BROUGHT  VICTORY
Conspicuous among the many striking ruins of the Forum arc three
magnificent columns of the temple of Castor and Pollux, than which
there was no more beautifully decorated religious edifice in Rome. The
first temple on the site was erected in 484 BX, to the Greek divinities
who were supposed to have given victory to the Romans at the battfe